The powers that be did get going and an impressive amount of medical research was produced by Canadians during the Second World War, although whether it was all really worth while is debatable. Nonetheless, the quantity was such that the Associate Committees on medical research were the only committees of the National Research Council of Canada to get their own, separate war histories 'because of the great amount of medical research.'
In this paper I discuss primarily the effects of the war on the organization and funding of medical research in Canada. I will briefly discuss some of the actual research carried out under the various associate committees of the National Research Council (NRC), but in my opinion the lasting effect of the war was organizational -most of the war-time research projects were related to solving specific problems and were therefore shut down after the war. The personnel recruited often remained in research. The most tangible result of the war was the increase in funding. Less tangibly, the war was an opportunity for research-minded Canadians to demonstrate both the utility of medical research and the ability of Canadians to produce it. Ironically the war also distracted Canadians scientists away from the basic research problems they had originally set out to do. After the war, supporters of medical research in Canada were left with the task of attempting to maintain war-time funding levels and retain the personnel who had been mobilized, while changing the nature of the research from mainly 'applied* to mainly 'pure/ Traditionally medicine is seen as a beneficiary of war; under the pressure of war, great strides forward occur. The story of the Associate Committees on Medical Research of the NRC is usually related in this vein; under the pressures of World War II Canadians were galvanized and the result was that for the first time large numbers of Canadian medical investigators were doing penetrating, important research. There are problems with this account, if only because it is clear that there was medical research in Canada long before the Second World War. 6 the Associate Committee on Medical Research was begun before the war. The war did speed up the process of organizing and funding medical research in Canada, but the acceleration was due to those Canadians who had long hoped to organize and better fund medical research. They seized the opportunity that the war provided. The meeting of the Associate Committee on Medical Research is being arranged to take place on February 26th and 27th. I think two days will be necessary, because there are so many things to discuss. I had a note from Dr. Stewart yesterday and he said that up to the present, not counting fellowships, there have been requests for about $125,000.00. There has thus been an awakening on the part of research workers which we must do our best to assist. You will remember that the Govern-11 ment was asked for approximately $82,000.00, and I fear that we will not get all of this amount.
The long-term effect of the war on funding medical research has been exaggerated. The amount of funding granted the Associate Committee through the NRC during the war (by 1944-45 its budget was over $100,000) had not been of an inconceivable magnitude even in 1937. There were enough researchers already extant to try and claim $125,000 at the beginning of the war.
In the short-term, however, the effect of the war on funding is less clear. During the war, there were three other medical associate committees of the NRC, each with their own budgets. The Associate Committee on Aviation Medical Research was supported initially by a special grant voted by the Privy Council on the recommendation of the Department of National Defence in 1939. From 1940 till the end of the war it was funded from the same department but through the National Research Council. The Associate Committee on Naval Medical Research was funded first as a subcommittee of the NRC by the Department of Naval Service, with its expenditure subject to the approval of the Associate Committee on Medical Research. After it became an Associate Committee, its funds were directed through the NRC and controlled by the Executive of the Associate Committee on Naval Medical Research until the end of the war. The Associate Committee on Army Medical Research was trustee for $100,000 annually raised by the Director-General of Medical Services through the Army Technical Development Board. The total budget of these three committees is obscure. To further confuse the issue it is probable that some of the funds originated with the War Technical and Scientific Development Committee (later the Banting Fund), informally dubbed the Santa Claus Fund. In 1940 this secret fund totalled over $1.3 million dollars, donated mainly by corporations, and was initially the main source for the NRC's war-research projects. 1 Although it is not possible to arrive at a total budget for medical research during the war, it is clear that the money available was much greater than that before the war. But the long-term effect of this funding for medical research was modest as the only committee and budget that remained after war's end was that of the original Associate Committee on Medical Research. Much of the war-time funding was used to pursue projects of dubious scientific merit or with little potential to assist in the establishment of medical research in Canada.
Even before the outbreak of war, McNaughton, as President of the NRC (who was also a Major-General), made speeches that emphasized the necessity of research for strong, internationally competitive industry -the prerequisite for an effective military. In his opinion this was the lesson that Germany had taught the allies in World War I. In Canada the lesson had resulted in the formation of the National Research Council during the war. The war was utilized frequently by NRC spokespersons to explain the importance of research. McNaughton stated emphatically that research was just as important as the armed forces for the continued health, safety and security of Canadians.
As war threatened in
In the first discussions about what became the Associate Committee the scope of its activities had been unclear. Initially, the objective was not sponsoring research but rather the investigation of suspected 'quack' cancer cures being advertised in Canada. By the time the Associate Committee had been created in 1938, this objective had been removed from its agenda because it would restrict the scope of the Committee. World War II demonstrated that there was a corps of Canadians willing and able to do medical research if given the opportunity. However the war also narrowed the scope of the research done to that related to war. At the end of the war, the Associate Committee was left with the task of retaining the funds and personnel it had garnered during the war while changing course in order to support fundamental research. 
